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low. The houses of the inhabitants consist of tents made
of felt; only a small part is built of clay. The town includes
market-places and baths. Mussulmans are to be found in
it: the number of Mussulmans, they say, amounts to more
than ten thousand ; they own about thirty mosques. The
palace of the king is built at some distance from the river ;
it is constructed of bricks. There is no other house of bricks
in the town ; the king allows no man whatsoever the privi-
lege (of building a brick house). The wall which surrounds
the town is pierced by four gates, some of them facing
towards the river and the others towards the country.
" The king of the Khozars is a Jew. He keeps near his
person, they say, about four thousand men. Some of the
Khozars are Mussulmans, others are Christians, a certain
number are Jews ; there are also some who worship idols.
The Jews form the smallest number ; the majority is com-
posed of Mussulmans and Christians ; but the king and his
retinue prefer Judaism. For the rest, the manners of the
Khozars are in general the manners of the idolaters ; when
they salute each other, they bow the head in token of respect.
The administration of the capital is based on ancient cus-
toms, contrary to the religion of the Mussulmans, the Jews,
and the Christians. The army is composed of twelve thou-
sand men ; when one of these men dies, he is replaced by
another. Their pay is small and scanty.
" The king's revenues arise from town dues and a tithe
levied on merchandise on all the roads and every sea and
river, in accordance with a system peculiar to the Khozars.
He also obliges the inhabitants of the towns and country
districts to furnish him with all the objects (in kind) which
he needs.
" The king chooses nine judges among the Jews, Chris-
tians, Mussulmans, and idolaters. When a suit is brought,
it is these men who judge it; the parties do not apply to
the king, but to these men. When the judges are sitting,
some one is charged with the duty of acting as intermediary
between the king and the judges.
" The principal food of the Khozars consists of rice and
fish.
" The merchants dwell by preference ia the part of the